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Problematic meeting spaces



 Tex. Gov’t Code § 551.001(4)

 A “meeting” is a deliberation that includes a quorum of a 
governmental body during which public business or public 
policy is discussed or considered.

 A “meeting” is also a gathering of a quorum that has been 
called by the governmental body at which time the members 
receive information about public business from, give 
information to, ask questions of, or receive questions from 
any third person, including an employee of the governmental 
body.

Definition of a meeting



E-mail



E-mail meeting



Text message meeting



 Consider not e-mailing or texting other members of the 
governmental body.

 If members do e-mail or text one another, consider requiring 
all such communications to pass through the city attorney or 
another individual responsible for ensuring no 
communications between a quorum occur.

 Do not “reply all” to e-mails sent to multiple members of the 
governmental body or respond to group texts.

Tactics to avoid e-mail or text meetings



Facebook



Facebook meeting



 Do not comment on other members’ Facebook pages.

 Consider refraining from posting about public business on 
your page or pages of others.

 Set your Facebook page to prohibit others from posting on 
your page.  

Strategies to avoid Facebook meetings



Utilize Facebook privacy settings



Twitter



 If other members of your governmental body retweet your 
post and add commentary as it relates to the public 
business of your governmental body, that could be a 
meeting under the Open Meetings Act.

Twitter meeting



 Consider not tweeting about public business.

 If you do tweet about public business, do not retweet other 
members’ posts.

Strategies to avoid Twitter meetings



 Tex. Gov’t Code § 551.006

 Posts must be displayed in real time and displayed for at 
least 30 days after originally posted.

 The message board must be owned or controlled by the 
governmental body, and it must be prominently displayed on 
the governmental body’s primary Internet web page.

 Only members of the governmental body or their authorized 
staff may post.

 No vote or final action may be taken on the message board.

Online Message Board



Example of the online message board
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